The Growth of Sudan Communications
and Southern Kordofan were made more accessible and
were brought into closer touch with Khartoum. It
remained only to link the Eastern Province of Kassala
northwards with the Red Sea railway and southwards
with Sennar to complete the system of railway com-
munications as it exists to-day ; but twelve years were
to elapse before the final stage was reached.
The opening of the railway along the Blue Nile and into
Kordofan gave a great impetus to the trade of these
provinces in grain, in oil-seeds, in gum and in cattle, but
no development of cotton cultivation on any large scale
could take place until the Sennar Dam was completed.
Preliminary work was, as has been stated, in progress
while the railway was under construction, and was carried
on during the two following years until the outbreak of
the Great War brought the undertaking to a standstill.
The war also caused the abandonment of the Kassala
railway scjieme for which surveys had been made and
estimates prepared and on which work was to have started
during the winter of 1914.
It was not until four years after the end of the war that
conditions permitted the resumption of work which had
been discontinued on the outbreak of hostilities ; and the
first task of the Railway Administration was the building
of the line to Kassala which had been projected and
surveyed ten years before.
Reference has already been made to the question of
opening up to trade the districts of the Eastern Sudan,
and the building of a line which would connect Kassala
with the Nile-Red Sea railway was clearly the best means
of effecting this.
The importance of Kassala was due to its position at
the head of the fertile delta of the River Gash, which has
its source in the Abyssinian highlands and pours oxit itg
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